i4o A SHORT HISTORY OF THE BRITISH ARMY
country and the defence of the other. Circumstances in June
1812 were favourable for the attack on Rodrigo, before which
Wellington had assembled some 50,000 men and a fairly
adequate siege train ; Marmont's Army of Portugal, which was
responsible for its safeguard, had been weakened by a strong
detachment despatched by the Emperor's order to assist
Suchet in Valencia, and was scattered in widespread canton-
ments from the Galician border to La Mancha; while the
reorganisation of all the French armies in Spain, then in
progress, consequent on the growing menace of war with
Russia, was bound to militate against any speedy attempt to
succour the fortress. When, therefore, the British army,
assembled on the Agueda, advanced and completed the invest-
ment on January 8, the siege was carried through undisturbed
to the final assault, which took place on the twelfth day and
was completely successful, though at the cost of somewhat
severe losses ; indeed news of the opening of the attack on the
fortress only reached Marmont four days before its fall, and
he so clearly realised the hopelessness of trying to relieve it
that he made no attempt even to concentrate his army for that
purpose—and that although his whole siege train was within
the place and fell into British hands with it.
After some weeks spent in refitting and reprovisioning his
new prize, Wellington, at the end of February, moved south
against Badajoz; his siege train was sent round by sea, and
the whole of the army marched off with him, the care of the
frontier of Beira against Marmont being left entirely to the
Spanish and Portuguese. Soult from Andalusia was hardly
likely to be able to collect sufficient forces to relieve the place
in face of the 60,000 British now assailing it unless he were
joined by Marmont; nevertheless, two detachments under
Graham and Hill were pushed out to east and south-east, and
drove back the French corps of observation in Estremadura
towards the Sierra Morena, and the operations against the
fortress itself were pressed with all possible vigour from
March 16 onwards. The works were formidable and the
defence resolute and skilful; none the less, the storm could be
ordered for April 6. The two main British assaults were
beaten off with ghastly loss, but the subsidiary columns broke
into the place and compelled its surrender. The greatness
of the achievement was marred by the disgraceful scenes of
crime and disorder that took place within the city after its fall.
The efforts of the French Marshals to interrupt tB.e siege
were half-hearted and failed of all effect. Soufc advanced
with a weak force, but, finding himself opposed by the covering
detachments of Hill and Graham, and seeing no sign of

